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T H E O L O G Y  O F

The Church
 

MISSION: 
 

We exist to glorify God as gospel-centered disciples who… 
Gather, Grow, Give, & Go 

 

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

Dr. Wayne Grudem
The church is the community of all true believers for all time. That is, the church is made up of all the 
men and women who have been, are, or ever will be true believers in Jesus. 

Dr. R.C. Sproul
Ecclesiology is a subdivision of systematic theology. It concerns the nature, function, and mission of the 
church. We can begin to understand those aspects of the church by looking at the Greek word kyria-
kon, from which we get the English word church. The words for “church” in other languages—kirk in 
Scots, kerk in Dutch, and Kirche in German—all derive from the same root. Kyriakon refers to those who 
are possessed or owned by the kyrios, or Lord. Ekklësia is another Greek word translated as “church.” 
The word ekklësia is made up of the prefix ek-, which means “out of” or “from,” and a form of the verb 
kale!, which means “to call.” Thus, ekklësia means “the called-out ones.” 

Dr. Jonathan Leeman
A local church is a group of Christians who regularly gather in Christ’s name to officially affirm and 
oversee one another’s membership in Jesus Christ and his kingdom through gospel preaching and 
gospel ordinances. 

OUTWARD-FACING ROLE OF THE CHURCH

1 Timothy 3:14-16
14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may 
know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, 
a pillar and buttress of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was 
manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

 • The Founder of the Church is God (1 Timothy 3:15a)
 • The Foundation for Truth is the Church (1 Timothy 3:15b) 
 • The Fountain of the Church is the Gospel (1 Timothy 3:16)  
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INWARD-FACING ROLE OF THE CHURCH

Ephesians 4:11-16
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all again to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love. 

 • Ministry (Ephesians 4:12)
 • Unity (Ephesians 4:13a)
 • Maturity (Ephesians 4:13b) 
 • Stability (Ephesians 4:14)
 • Centrality (Ephesians 4:15-16) 

ASPECTS OF THE CHURCH

Matthew 16:13-20
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, 
and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

 • Personal Aspect (Matthew 16:13-15) 
 • Spiritual Aspect (Matthew 16:15-17) 
 • Ecclesiastical Aspect (Matthew 16:18) 
 • Ministerial Aspect (Matthew 16:19) 

Ephesians 2:19-22
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling 
place for God by the Spirit. 

 • Vertical Aspect (Ephesians 2:19)
 • Foundational Aspect (Ephesians 2:20)
 • Horizontal Aspect (Ephesians 2:21-22)
 • Ecclesiastical Aspect (Ephesians 2:21-22) 
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1 Peter 2:4-12 
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious,          
5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: 
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes 
in him will not be put to shame.” 7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not 
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles 
to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct 
among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

 
 • Elected (1 Peter 2:4, 8)
 • Edified (1 Peter 2:5-7)
 • Empowered (1 Peter 2:5, 9-11) 
 • Exalted (1 Peter 2:12) 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not 
consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should 
say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part 
of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members 
in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body 
be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 
need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts 
of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we 
think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with 
greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed 
the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the 
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all 
suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it. 

 • Unity (1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 25-26) 
 • Diversity (1 Corinthians 12:14-25)
 • Identity (1 Corinthians 12:12, 27) 
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THE MARKS OF THE CHURCH

Acts 2:42-47
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in 
common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 
to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having 
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved. 

 • Biblical Preaching (Acts 2:42a)
 • Intimate Fellowship (Acts 2:42b)
 • Passionate Worship (Acts 2:43, 47a)
 • Sacrificial Generosity (Acts 2:44-45)
 • Observed Ordinances (Acts 2:42c, 46) 
 • Attractive Evangelism (Acts 2:43, 47b) 

ROLE OF CHURCH LEADERS

 • Teaching (Hebrews 13:7a; 1 Timothy 4:13-14; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Acts 2:42, 20:26-27; 1 Thessalonians 
2:8a; John 21:15-17)

 • Shepherding (Ephesians 4:11a; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Timothy 3:1; Acts 20:28-30; Colossians 1:28-29; 1 
Corinthians 3:10-15; 1 Peter 5:1-2) 

 • Modeling (Hebrews 13:7b; 1 Timothy 3:2-7; 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 1 Thessalonians 2:8b; John 21:19; Mat-
thew 16:16-18; 1 Peter 5:3) 

 • Abiding (Acts 2:47; Ephesians 4:11; Colossians 1:29; John 21:19; Matthew 16:17-20; Ephesians 2:19-
22; 1 Corinthians 3:5-10; 1 Peter 5:4) 

Acts 20:26-32
26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from 
declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the 
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 
obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among 
you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted 
things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three 
years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 32 And now I commend you 
to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified. 

John 21:15-19
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed 
my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third 
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to 
dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your 
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hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to 
show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow 
me.”

1 Corinthians 3:5-15
5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned 
to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor 
he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who 
waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we are God's fellow 
workers. You are God's field, God's building. 10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a 
skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take 
care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that 
anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned 
up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 

1 Thessalonians 2:8-9
8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel 
of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. 9 For you remember, 
brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of 
you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 

Colossians 1:28-29
28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 
present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully 
works within me. 

1 Timothy 4:11-16
11 Command and teach these things. 12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers 
an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the 
public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which 
was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Practice these 
things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on 
yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your 
hearers. 

Hebrews 13:7, 17-18
7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their faith... 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with 
joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 18 Pray for us, for we are sure 
that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. 

1 Timothy 3:1-7 
1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 
Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
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keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own 
household, how will he care for God's church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may 
become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be 
well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 

2 Timothy 4:1-5
1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming 
when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
 
1 Peter 5:1-5
1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as 
well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not 
for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples 
to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with 
humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

RESOURCES

 • Christian Beliefs: Twenty Basics Every Christian Should Know by Wayne Grudem
 • Everyone's a Theologian: An Introduction to Systematic Theology by R.C. Sproul
 • Church Membership: How the World Knows Who Represents Jesus by Jonathon Leeman


